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The store sells all kinds of electrical , such as TV sets, freezers, and ovens.

(A) applications (B) appearances (© appliances (D) compliances

You should the rent with the landlord. It is too high.

(4) dominate (B) negotiate (© meditate (D) stimulate

The new outlet under good marketing and management.

(A) endangered (B) prospered ©) interfered (D) ministered

The committee wanted to take the time to consider all options carefully, the temptation to make hasty
decisions.

(A) assisting (B) consisting ©) insisting (D) resisting

The government's new student forgiveness program helped to ease the burden of debt for many recent
graduates.

(A) asset (B benefit ©) grant (D) loan

The winter storms damaged roads and throughout much of the park, causing it to shut down.

) facilities (B) disabilities (© opportunities (D) conveniences

After finishing my homework, | helped my mom with household , such as vacuuming the living room.
() shores (B) games (© chores (D) stocks

A traveler must learn to survive in foreign lands by to new customs and ways of life.

(A) adapting (B) adopting (© addicting (D) admiring

Sometimes pressure at work may for one's rude behavior towards his or her colleagues.

(4) account (B) strive (©) search (D) claim

Sally keeps complaining that her husband his teeth in his sleep.

(A) grades (B) gains © grinds (D) glides
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Anxiety and depression among school-aged children and teens in the United States are on the rise. Recent research
in child development points to independent "child's play" as a 41 factor. Independent activity, especially play,
is a direct source of children's happiness and a way to build long-term psychological 42 . Opportunities for
children and teens to play and engage in activities that involve some degree of risk and personal responsibility away
from adults, 43, have declined over decades. Between 1950 and 2010, the average length of the school year
in the U.S. increased by five weeks, and by 2014, the average time 44 in recess for elementary schools was
just 26.9 minutes a day. The rise in school time and pressure to achieve may have impacted mental health not only by
detracting 45 time for independent activities but also by fear of academic failure. It is suggested doctors and
public policy makers need to promote change by recognizing that children need ever-increasing opportunities to
manage their own activities independently.

41 (a) contesting (B contending (© contracting (D) contributing
42 (A reliance (B) resistance (©) residence (D) resonance
43 (A however B likewise (© moreover (D) therefore
44 (a) spend (B) spent (© spends (D) spending
45 @A to (B) for ©) away (D) from

sA {8 T SC[EIE S 46 REESS 50 7 ¢

Japan plans to boost its tumbling birth rate by funding artificial intelligence matchmaking schemes to help residents
find love. Last year the number of babies born in Japan fell below 865,000 - a record low. The fast-greying nation has
long been searching for ways to reverse one of the world's lowest fertility rates. Boosting the use of Al tech is one of its
latest efforts.

From next year it will subsidize local governments already running or starting projects that use Al to pair people
up. The government plans to allocate local authorities 2 billion yen to boost the birth rate. Many already offer human-
run matchmaking services and some have introduced Al systems in the hope they will perform a more sophisticated
analysis of the standardized forms where people submit their details. Some of the existing systems are limited to
considering criteria such as income and age, only producing a result if there is an exact match. Local media say that the
funding is meant to help the government use more expensive, advanced systems that take things like hobbies and values
into account.

Sachiko Horiguchi, a socio-cultural and medical anthropologist at Japan's Temple University, thinks there are better
ways for the government to bump up the birth rate than subsidizing Al matchmaking - such as helping young people
earning low wages. She pointed to a recent report which suggests a link between lower income levels and the loss of
interest in romantic relationships among young Japanese adults.

Japan's population is projected to fall from a peak of 128 million in 2017 to less than 53 million by the end of the
century. By helping local governments run Al-powered matchmaking initiatives, it is hoped that the nation's declining
birthrate can be reversed.

46 What is this passage mainly about?

(A) The birth rate in Japan has reached a record low.

(B) Japan intends to use Al to assist people in boosting its birth rate.

(© The local governments in Japan need more Al machines.

(D) Japan will use Al to help young couples have more jobs.

47 Which of the following is true about Japan's local governments?

(A) The existing systems are ineffective at matching individuals.

(B) None of them has ever run a matchmaking service before.

© In the new system, personal details are no longer required.

(D) They will offer 2 billion yen to boost people's income levels.

48 According to the passage, what does Professor Sachiko Horiguchi think about the new policy?

(A) The new Al service will make young people earn low wages.

(B) Al dating applications are not popular among young people.

(© Most young Japanese find romantic relationships difficult.

(D) Reduced income levels are responsible for the low birth rate.

49 What is the author's conclusion regarding the new policy?

(A) It is anticipated that the country can stop having fewer babies.

(B) It is expected that the birth rate in the nation will continue to fall.

(© There isn't much chance that the country's population will grow.

(D) The nation's birth rate is expected to double in the coming years.

50 Which of the following is closest in meaning to "initiatives" in the passage?
(A) Funds. (B) Apps. ©) Plans. (D) Machines.



